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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE FEDERATION OF BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS IN SOUTH EAST ASIA AND EAST ASIA

Dear FOBISSEA schools,

Itis a privilege to be writing a greeting for tfisst FOBISSEAN - FOBISSEA's termly newsletter. Thed€ration has been grow-
ing and maturing for many years now and we werdrded at our recent Heads’ Conference of how Ron&ldeS, the 1st Chair-
man of FOBISSEA gathered a handful of Heads togethetart what has become a significant part oflifieeof each of our
schools. We are much indebted to those who havedpidne way before us.

This last year has seen us implement a new stcapdgi which is now well on its way to full implemtation. The focus of the
plan is our students and we have added or, ateiprocess of adding, a number of new events &mttCommunity service pro-
jects, Environmental projects, Drama Festival, RrimPerforming Arts Carnival, Duke of Edinburgh Gafike and Debating
events for senior students. My thanks to the Headisteachers in our schools who have embraced ginepesals and established
groups to manage them.

We have also added new members to the Federatibrfivé schools from China joining us. They are DiglwBeijing and Suzhou
and Harrow Beijing as full members and British Sch@abkngzhou and British School Beijing as provisianambers. China is a
welcome addition to the territory of the region amitl add much culturally to our wonderful Far East mix. One implication of
the addition of these schools, with another 4 father countries waiting to join, is that we haveaded to restructure the Games
groups to be able to absorb growth and a greatmgrgphical spread without adding to the cost ofar#or existing schools. This
was quite a challenge and | thank the HOPE Committekits Executive for embracing the change andsieya structure that
will give us the benefit of a wider geographicattigapation.

We have also been reviewing our relationship witl Tanglin PDC because the contract that we sigridtiaem 5 years ago is
due to expire. We have decided not to renew thé&racin Both Tanglin and the Federation schools’ CP&ndfers have worked
very hard to make it work and, more recently, thetdbution of Jackie Stevens has been significhliotvever in the end we be-
lieve the model itself is inherently too rigid five PDC needs of teachers in our schools. ConsegubrtiCPD Executive Com-
mittee will be meeting before the CPD Managers’ eaarce in February to discuss a new model to tH&etdrom the beginning
of the 2010-11 school year. Thanks go to JackieTamdylin for your commitment to the CPD needs of szhools over the last 4
and half years.

On the wider front, we offered our views on the DGS#foposed inspections for British schools abr&sd.were asked to endorse
the model in the form in which it has now been mitdd. We affirmed the initiative as at least retipigg our existence and the
contribution that we make to the British economy aducation sector but also indicated that thene \s8ll aspects of it about
which we still have concerns and would welcomehfertdialogue. Throughout the consultation processmere in close contact
with our colleagues in BSME and LAHC who shared simiiews to ours. We were pleased to welcome theelitive Committee
of BSME to our recent conference and also the GeéSeaetary of COBIS, Fiona Rogers

Thanks to all those who work so hard to make ouleFation a focus for meaningful student engagement
and professional exchange in and between our ssh@siwe break for the end of the 1st Term and the
end of the year, | wish you a very “Merry Christnaasl Happy New Year”.

Dr Mark Hensman, Chair, FOBISSEA
mark _hensman@harrow.asia




' A Google Group is also being established to shatecl-
) laborate on ideas and already successful projesitsyor-
i . . . ) ganized by schools. All member schools are alsmn
The first ever meeting of Community Service Ct%)ord)mét aged to complete a record sheet of current comnyaitt-
from FOBISSEA schools took place from the"24 26" hers and projects for their schools to allow a @@ mtatabase
September 2009 at The Regent's School, Pattayahenyfrop|SSEA partners and projects to be created.
Eastern Seaboard of Thailand. The idea of theinteetas

to bring like-minded educators together who havailar ¢y, would like any further information with regss to this
roles within their schools to connect their studenith the Zeting and the ke)); points that are being takei?m‘ with

local and wider FOBISSEA communities. As part of ! ) ’ . .
strategic plan of the organization the idea toatmtate ourthe Strategic plan in mind, please e-mail Paul Croat
ideas and initiatives on community service and Eaghips Pcrouch@regents.ac.th

can only strengthen this very important part ofcadion and

social responsibility, therefore creating many mopgortu- Paul  Crouch, Director of Round Square
nities for FOBISSEA students to engage with our comrProgramme, Regent’s School, Pattaya

nity partners.
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This is an event which BIS Jakarta has hosted dwelatst 4
years and which has grown in popularity during ttiae.
This year we hosted UWCSEA and Tanglin Trust School
both from Singapore as well as the Internationdld®t of
Kuala Lumpur and Alice Smith School also from KILo-
cally we had JIS as well as 2 Indonesian Rugby dgveént
teams.

The theme of the tournament was rugby developmniem.
More than 25 teachers and head teachers attendedebt- games were differentiated to take into accountlével of
ing representing FOBISSEA schools from: Thailandgtyidevelopment of the teams. Due to the structurtheftour-
nam, Malaysia, Brunei and Singapore. Each persoanght nament and the excellent refereeing from the egtatcom-
with them their own experiences and visions of hbweir munity here in Jakarta, the students grew signifigain

students should work with community partners andtwhe their confidence, skill and experience over theuats day
ultimate goals and outcomes should be. A rangeark- Of physical competition.

shops was offered over the three days that varid fTh
Regent’s students own ideas of community serviceranl
life experiences to group discussions on the olesta@ng

opportunities of making partnerships to practicarkghopq ( /1
within the Pattaya community with some of Regentsyy ( 0) !
own community partners. Father Joe Maier and Khun 1/

Usanee from the Human Development Foundation in Hang
kok very kindly gave up their valuable time to j@rsessioh
and explain their view point as a community partaed
how they would like to see any future partnershagerial-
ize in the future.

The outcome of the meeting focused on a few keptpdd
take forward within FOBISSEA and to ensure that ¢ne
ergy and ideas from this first meeting are builompand
fully utilized. It is very much hoped that a siariimeeting
will take place early next year at another FOBISSERAooI
and that a set of guidelines (code of conduct) wglinpli-
ment the strategic plan for community service enaging
all FOBISSEA schools to proactively engage their oam
nities.
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The U15 FOBISSEA C School Games were hosted by §ph8h's Intert
national School and held in Bangkok from October 28, 2009. In total §
schools competed in the the Games. These schoots e Stephen's If-
ternational School, Bangkok, St. John's Internatiddehool, Bangkok|
Regent’'s School, Bangkok, St. Andrew's Internatio8ahool, Rayond,
Seoul Foreign British School, South Korea, The AB@rnational School,
Vietnam, Kinabalu International School, Malaysik&lej Tuanku Ja'Afar]
Malaysia.

Approximately 150 students competed in The Gamhbs. 3 days of con
petition proved to be both exhausting and fun fbofithe competitors al
staff. While everyone wanted to win, | am proudsé&y that all competitofs
competed with great spirit and respect, helpinméie these games a great
example of "The Friendly Games."

In closing, | would like to thank the staff froml alf the participatin
schools for their help and cooperation in makirgsthGames very success-
ful and a truly memorable experience. | would dilse to acknowledge ar|d
thank St. John's International School for allowirgyto use their facilitigs
for the athletics and swimming competitions. $tnls generosity in th|s
area helped to make The Games the success thag.it w

The Host School for next year's Ul5 Games is The ABtérnationa
School, so | would like to take this opportunity wish them the best of
luck!

Kevin McGee, Games Organiser St. Stephen's Intern&mnal School

The long awaited music FOBISSEA festival really kédlkoff with the welcome dinner which was

hosted at the Hard Rock Café in Glorietta. Throughbe day from early morning schools had
been arriving in Manila from 13 schools all acr&s Asia’s FOBISSEA network and an air of

excitement was certainly felt at the dinner. Thimswiot only because of the excitement of the
next few days with the festival but also becausthefhigh energy repertoire played by both the
BSM Rock Bands and the Rock band frdmlat. School Malaysia.

I hope the performance at the Hard Rock Café wilhibbevent that they will remember for the rest @rtives for these
groups certainly did themselves proud. This gotféis¢ival off to a fantastic start, ready to begghearsals and workshops
on the next day. The following 3 days were vergisive, learning repertoire and participating irmrksbops. It was broken
up by a range of lunch time concerts, activitied ahcourse the chance to sing karaoke or playhematcade machines.
Workshops included also included a range from Janbwho also performed at the Gala Concert, tcaac#hto witness
Music Therapy in action, release the mind in Yogdooparticipate in Music Theatre as well as mathers. Evenings
were just as varied with concerts from the visititigdents from many of the other schools and atiséing groups includ-
ing the Las Pifias Boys Choir who had everybody awelstat the quality of their presentations and tgtating up to the
expectations of a world renowned choir.

The Gala Concert finished the FOBISSEA festival withuge range of musical styles includ|ng
Michael Jackson, G.F. Handel, “Fats” Waller andnJ@illiams amongst others. The performprs
included a 90 piece orchestra and over 150 voiteld choir as well as separate strings engem-
bles, concert band and junk band. We are very pofwal the stu
dents that took part in the festival not just foeit performing abili{
ties but also their teamwork, without which thetifed would not
have been possible. We are certainly looking fotwta the festival
in Hong Kong next year.

Peter Stapleton, British School Manila
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Over the weekend of 30 - 31 October 2009, Musicchiess from a number of FOBISSEA
Schools came together in Penang to explore thiatimé of developing a Primary Music event.
The enthusiasm and commitment of the group resitedproposal of offering a “FOBISSEA
Performance Arts Carnival” for the primary-aged @feh to enjoy and participate in.

I then put forward their proposal at the recentdesachers Conference in Kathmandu an
Head teachers present were delighted to see anetleat being offered to our children,
therefore fully supported the concept.

In Term 2, the Heads of Music will have their anncanference. This is being hosted by
lands School in Penang. In March 2011, FOBISSEA bél proud to launch the first FOBIS-
SEA Primary Performing Arts Carnival. Contact JohnJ@nes, Principal of St. Christopher’s
International Primary School, Penang for morerimfation atprincipal@scips.org.my

John G. Jones, Principal, St. Christopher’s Interngional Primary School, Penang )

Other speakers from Nepal like Larry Robertson @nen-

2 0 .# +,-%, ville Hopkinson joined in on the last day of the @oence.
3 0
4 "o 5 18 Internationally known Educational Exhibitorsrjed the

Conference by sharing their companies’ productsveas

The British School Kathmandu was delighted to hbst \tNIth the Heads of Schools as well as the social.

FOBISSEA Annual Conference for over 80 Heads and Sﬁﬁ‘e delegates enjoyed snatches of this fascinatidgbeau-

ior Managers early November 2009. The topic WASI countr : : .
« ; A y. We saw the Himalayan mountain ramgell
Leadership from Within" which we felt would be aap its splendor both from the hotel and for a closemwfrom

fcl)cus W?'ISt htere In tplslzplrméally wargnté:owlbdut Ej/vas the early morning mountain flight for those who wethto
_?_so a ume o mee c; ant nev(\; ren ks an fmeagbrave the dawn start. We were given small snatofidise

€re were a range of guests and speakers inc ey bustling city through evening trips into both Thanaad
gates from other organisations representing thésBrinter- Patan. We visited the famous Dwarika's hotel fdiraaii-

national Education scene i.e. COBIS and BSME "‘ﬂb‘ﬁm Newari dinner sitting on cushions and diigkthe

joined us for gll or some .Of thle SeSSll(OnS_ We werﬁo(rétlj- local rakshi. The Buddhist Stupa Boudhnath was within
nate to acquire international speakers, Jane a r walking distance from the hotel and many availednt-

ricker, Ronald Stones OBE , Frank Opray, Sue RogellS &, o< to witness the maanifi .
R . - gnificent monument regpbieace-
our famous Chokyi Nyima Rinpoche who is the abbdtaf fully in the courtyard surrounded by praying moiirksobes

Nying Shedrub Ling Monastery, one of Nepal's largasn- ;
asteries with more than two hundred monks and laklass of golden saffron and rich deep red.

also a well-known Tibetan Buddhist teacher who ofeals
seminars on meditation and Buddhist philosophy rmadaihe
world.

Sandj Wilderspin, Principal,
The British School Kathmandu
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conference was the focus point in FOBISSEA'’s network
SBM to share ideas and good practice and to regzofes-
sional training on SBM competencies.

This year, 19 delegates from 14 FOBISSEA schools
received professional training on customer sergite lead

nav

ership skills for SBMs and have heard reports on B3$V

experience in its Students Information Managemeste®ng

(SIMS) and on the International Conference and RBrofe
sional Development Programmes for SBMs organized by

17 NCSL. Participants also discussed and shared exgerian|
many issues of common interests such as managiojitey

School Business Managers (SBM) are now widely recafd learning resources, identifying and rewarding- o

nised as an important part of helping schools bette their standing staff and managing performance appraifstical

resources and facilities, enabling Head teachedssahool staff, etc...

leaders to focus on leading teaching and learrRegogniz-

ing the role of SBMs, the UK government has, throtigh The conference provided participants with furtheder-

National College for School Leadership and Childreses- standing on their role in contributing to schocidershig

vices (NCSL) developed training courses for SBMsdrep and their responsibility in managing school resesrdn

lel to courses for Head teachers. Internationafferences order to save costs for the school and more imptytao

for SBMs have also being organized by NCSL. The tHii@e up Head teachers’ and educators’ time for ifepd

international conference for SBM this year Organim teaching and Iearning. Social activities within tdosferencs

NCSL in Manchester, UK has attracted participantsnfrscope this year have brought participants closer there-

four continents including Europe, Asia, America #&fdca. fore strengthened the network allowing open comuation
and experience sharing among participants by distafter

FOBISSEA Heads are very advanced in recognizing Hififace to face event.

supporting SBMs through the development of SBMs net-

work within FOBISSEA schools. The network was set Tige conference has received positive feedback frartici-

following the first Annual FOBISSEA Business ManageRants and was a big success. It is believed tleahétwork

Conference successfully organized by BIS Jakart®@82 0f FOBISSEA SBMs, with the strong support of FOBISSEA
Heads, will be continuously widened and strengttefoe

Following that success, British International Scho#le benefit of all. _

Vietnam was delighted to host the second confergnise Dong Nguyen, Business Manager,

year from 18 to 20" September in Ho Chi Minh City. The British International School, Vietnam

e

15 - 17 | FOBISSEA Choral Festival Alice-Smith
"
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To promote excellence, high achievement and good pr  actice through a
British-style education for the members of FOBISSEA.
To promote consistent British-style education throu gh shared programmes,
Cooperative initiatives and inter-school enrichment activities.

Ms Gurmeet Kaur: sec_fobissea@yahoo.co.uk

www.fobissea.org
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